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Agenda CMG Canada Seminar:  WEDNESDAY !  Oct 29th 2014 (Toronto)
TIME: 

8:30a.m. – 4:15 pm 
LOCATION:  
C’est What   67 Front Street East http://www.cestwhat.com/map.asp
ATTIRE: Business attire or Business casual (hard-soled shoes, slacks, collared shirt)

If this program is not of interest to you, please pass it on to the appropriate group within your organization  ...  or have them visit 

CMG Canada at http://regions.cmg.org/regions/cacmg//index.html 

Wednesday Oct 29th, 2014
8:30 AM
Continental Breakfast
9:00 AM
Welcome 
9:05 AM
The Mainframe is Dead, Long Live the Mainframe
Craig Hodgins - Compuware
T

his presentation will focus on the mainframe - its history, some faulty predictions, and the state of the beast today. It will also touch on some performance horror stories, the mainframe as cloud, and the next "big thing".

Craig Hodgins is the Product Owner for Strobe at Compuware. As a 33-year industry veteran, he has held many IT positions and thinks that Application Performance is one of the most rewarding fields in computing today. Craig has been a speaker at various national and local conferences, including SHARE, IDUG, and CMG, where he won Best Paper in 2003. Craig lives and works near Toronto, Canada.

10:20 AM
Coffee
10:35 AM
Planning for the New Architecture: Performance, Capacity and Management


Peter Dyer – Uptime Software 

T

his presentation explores Converged Infrastructure – what it is and how it is evolving.  We will look at the use cases and business rational for converged infrastructure.  We will attempt to highlight the management and capacity planning challenges related to running converged infrastructure.  

Peter Dyer has been in the Information Technology industry for more than 15 years.  He has worked primarily for small software companies helping to build software for the datacenter.  His roles have ranged from Software Engineer to Product Manager.  He holds a degree in Electrical Engineering and an MBA from Dalhousie University.  His recent focus has been products designed to work with virtualization.  He has worked for companies such as PlateSpin, Veeam and now UpTime.
11:50 AM
Lunch (on your own)
1:15 PM
Understanding storage in a VDI environment 


Peter Selin – X-IO
A

lthough VDI has had a rough start, it is finally beginning to make large strides in the marketplace with the adoption rate increasing significantly. This presentation will address some major concerns in a VDI environment, especially as storage is concerned. We will make some observations and recommendations about some of the key ways to address or avoid these problems as well as addressing how the other vendors in the stack are addressing them and the benefits and caveats that follow.
Peter Selin is a Principal Architect for X-IO who has been with X-IO for 12+ years with 27+ years in the technology industry addressing data center topology, systems and storage architecture and networking. Peter has spent the bulk of his career focused on improving customers IT resiliency, reducing overall complexity and adopting common best practices in systems implementation and as of late directly revolving on storage architecture and layout.
2:30 PM
Coffee Break
2:45 PM 
Panel: Issues in Capacity Planning & Performance Measurement in the Modern Data Centre



Don Melton (moderator) – Vatic Technologies
M

odern datacentres are rapidly becoming collections of abstracted, "black box" components.  This panel will comment on the challenges of performing capacity planning and performance management in this environment.  There are no guarantees that we'll have any answers, but expect a lively discussion.

The context for discussion may include any or all of the following: 

· datacentre-in-a-shipping-container
· storage appliances
· big-data appliances
· software-defined-everything
· proprietary, black-box, solutions
Questions the panel will try to address will include:

· How can we do modelling in the new environments?

· How can we do performance monitoring to identify bottlenecks in the datacentre and within the "black boxes"?

· How can we do capacity planning to identify when "black-box" components are at or near capacity?

· How can we allocate "black-box" resources back to users for charge-back or billing?

· Additional questions from the attendees will also be welcomed.

Don Melton received his Bachelor's degree in Engineering (Engineering Science option) from the University of Toronto in 1979. He is an active member and speaker at several local user groups (CMG Canada, NaSPA Ontario, COUG), a past presenter at SHARE, and a member of both the ACM and IEEE. His career in the IT industry has spanned many fields including the IT service provider, education, transportation, financial, government, and small business sectors.  He has also filled many diverse roles; working at various times as a systems programmer, capacity planner, performance analyst, IT manager, and enterprise architect.  Since 1997 Don has been providing IT consulting services (through Vatic Technologies) to guide businesses in developing an IT vision and in their selection and use of IT solutions to deliver to that vision.

4:15 PM
Adjourn
Important CMG News and Dates
CMG Canada News

Welcome to CMG Canada’s 30th year of continuous operation.

For this new year (2014/15) our other tentative upcoming seminar/conference dates are as follows:

· Wednesday February 18th 2015
· Tuesday April 14th & Wednesday April 15th 2015
As usual, the website (http://regions.cmg.org/regions/cacmg/index.html )can be checked for changes, past agendas & presentations, and other CMG related matters.  Also, the CMG Canada board welcomes your questions and comments and can be contacted as follows:

· Anthony Mungal 
– President [amungal@acm.org] 

· Gabe Gewurtz 
– Treasurer [gabe.gewurtz@gmail.com]

· Don Melton 

– Membership Chairman [meltond@acm.org]

· Carl Kyonka 

– Program Chairman [carl.kyonka@enbridge.com] 

· Peter Livingston
– Web Master [peter.livingston@bmo.com]

· Canada membership is among the most affordable in the IT industry at CDN$100 per individual for the entire year.  More details and the membership form can be obtained from the membership link on the website. 

Are you getting MeasureIT ?

If you haven’t subscribed to MeasureIT, then you are definitely missing out on some great articles on some very timely and provoking topics.  MeasureIT is the Computer Measurement Group’s (CMG) free monthly newsletter, published the third week of each month (no issues in August or December). It is written by and for computer professionals. Check it out at http://www.cmg.org/measureit/ 
CMG Int’l Conference: Performance & Capacity 2014 – Atlanta  - 
Nov. 3-6, 2014 
http://edas.info/p17053
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